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The Outback Run 2022 starts from Brisbane on 
Wednesday 17 August 22 and finishes back at            
Brisbane on Friday 22 September 15.   

Our fully optioned trip will take 37 Days, travelling 
through the Qld Channel Country, the Sturt Stony 
Desert and part of the Simpson Desert. 

We stop at a number of van parks but primarily we 
utilise budget camping spots and desert oasis for 
most evening stops.    

Towns visited are Chinchilla, Charleville, Quilpie,         
Windorah, Birdsville, Eromanga, Noccundra,                   
Thargomindah, St George, Lightning Ridge, Grawin and 
Goondiwindi   

Apart from meals at a couple of Hotels, the majority 
of meals are campfire, either prepared ourselves or 
for us at various  locations.   

There are no pampered participants on this trip; 
indeed everyone needs to be self sufficient and 
willing to learn how to ’rough it’  

AN OVERVIEW OF THE ‘LONG PADDOCK DRIVE’ (LPD) 
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LPD SPECIFICS  

UHF Radio 
 
ALL participants must have a working UHF radio in their vehicle with a high range flexible aerial.   
Every rig will be handed a sheet with everyone’s call sign so you are able to talk to fellow travellers or the 
Support Crew.    
 
A high range flexible aerial is needed to ensure the aerial does not break away from the  vehicle from      
vibrations.  High Range means you need to be able to talk to someone who is below the crest of the road or 
about 3 klms behind or in front of you.   
 

Additional Fuel 

ALL participants must take additional fuel when we travel in remote areas. 

 

Additional Water                                      

ALL participants must take additional water when we travel in remote areas.  It is strongly                   
recommended you purchase  a pack of bottled water from Woolworths/Coles or drinking purposes 

 

Flood 

In the event of rain in the Outback, roustabouts must be prepared for an extended stay that can in        
extreme circumstances last a month.   Sufficient food, medications  and water must be kept for the              
duration of the trip  

 

Tagalong and Convoy Driving Techniques                                       

This LPD will be a tagalong until we reach Windorah.   

 

From Windorah to St George the LPD will employ the convoy technique with support vehicles at front 
and back of group.   This is to ensure the safety of all participants during remote outback travel. 

 

From St George the LPD will again follow tagalong format. 

Sturt Stony Desert 



It's name comes from the numerous intertwined rivulets that cross the region which cover 150 000 sq kms.             
The Channel Country features an arid landscape with a series of ancient flood plains from rivers which only               
flow intermittently. An interesting point about the rivers in the Channel Country is that they all flow to  
inland lakes, they do not flow into the ocean like most other river systems.  The largest lake which these             
rivers feed is Lake Eyre which covers one sixth of Australia, the other lesser know area is the Bulloo            
overflow near the New South Wales Border. 

Towns in the Channel Country: 

 Quilpie, Windorah, Birdsville, Bedourie, Boulia, Thargomindah, Adavale, Eromanga,   Dajarra, Jundah,           
Yaraka, Innamincka  

 Rivers in the Channel Country: 

 Bulloo, Thomson, Barcoo, Cooper, Georgina, Diamantina (please see map below highlighting all the rivers and 
creeks) 

 Things of interest: 

 National Parks:   

 Simpson Desert, Diamantina Lakes, Hell Hole Gorge (not open), Idalia, Welford, Innamincka. 

 History: 

 Burke and Wills, Worlds largest shearing shed, Kidman, Dig Tree, Kings in Grass Castles. 

 Attractions: 

 Min Min Centre, Artesian spas, opal, fishing, camping, kayaking, great pubs, bush entertainment, tours,         
incredible scenery, Lake Eyre, modern caravan parks, Birdsville Races, Pride of the west 

 

 

 

 

CHANNEL COUNTRY 
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Brochure Produced at ACC Brisbane Roustabouts Branch 

Remember  

 Limestone rocks on dirt 
roads can destroy your 

rubber tyres so consider 
how much rubber is left 

on your wheels 



What vehicle do I need to go 
past Windorah? 

• A medium to high clearance 
four wheel drive vehicle is  
recommended. 

• Four wheel drive vehicles 
MUST be in four wheel drive 
the entire dirt distance for 
safety 

• Vehicles MUST have a UHF 
radio with high range UHF 
Flexible aerial.  Must check 
aerial status before you go on 
trip.  Non-flexible aerials could  
break off before you get 
home. 

• If intending to go on a trip to 
'Big Red' you need a 3 metre 
aerial with flag so oncoming 
vehicles can see you over the 
dunes 

• At least one support vehicle is 
equipped with EPIRB, UHF & 
HF radio and onboard                 
computer 

 
What type of caravan or trailer 
do I need to go past Windorah?
  
Caravans need to be built to         
withstand the dirt/gravel/rock 
roads; they should be medium to 
high clearance, preferably have a 
six inch (15.5 cm) steel main           
chassis and checker plate.   

Ensure all tubing and wiring is on 
the far side of the steel frame, 
brake cables are protected, water 
tanks protected and most                 
important, your waste pipes are 
protected  

If you have an outside tap on the 
frame, cover it up because a stone 
will destroy it and your water will 
'evaporate' while you drive along.   

Insurance:  Check your rig           
insurance, make sure the warranty 
allows you to take your caravan / 
rig off road.  This may cause an 
insurance issue for you  

Birdsville 

Races are on Friday & Saturday.   

Normally 110 people live in         
Birdsville but race weeks will see 
an influx of 8,000 on an average 

year.  In 2015/16 it got to over 
10,000 

We are staying at the Birdsville 
Caravan Park for 10 days.   

The Birdsville Caravan Park offers 
power and water, showers and 
laundry.    

Take spare water for drinking 
(even at the Van park) and           
remember to put it in as many  
bottles as possible so if one 
breaks the rest survive. 

Purchase bottled water prior to 
leaving Windorah for cups of         
coffee etc. 

Most people leave Birdsville  on 
the Sunday afternoon and            
Monday.   The road is a veritable 
dust storm with all the vehicles so 
we are staying until Tuesday        
before we head off.   

Things to do at Birdsville include 
fishing, morning tea & coffee and 
goanna and curry camel pies at the 
cake shop, trips to Birdsville 
Track, Birdsville Lake, Big Red, 
walks, reading and resting.  Even a 
afternoon tea tour to Big Red. 

Fuel: It is also best to refuel as 
soon as you reach Birdsville and 
keep the tanks full just in case 
numbers exceed expectations and 
the servo runs out – it has         
happened.   Don’t forget the          
water 

Hotel: The pub increases prices 
as the week progresses and it goes 
from $4 up to $8 a schooner and 
race days it is ticket sales only.  A 
dozen tickets for about $90. 

Rain:  You need to be aware that if 
more than 20 mm of rain occurs 
you have to stay until the ground 
dries out.  

Desert Travel  

We will be travelling at around 60 
klm to reduce the risk of damage 
to rigs or ourselves.   In theory, 
slower travel also means less     
bulldust & damage. 

If the van starts to leave the 
road DO NOT TOUCH THE 
BRAKE, hit the accelerator and 
drive out of the situation.   Trav-
elling on the road to Birdsville you 
will        encounter hoons who 
'just have to pass a caravan'.   If 
they can, they will go off-road to 
pass, throwing up rocks.  It is 
best to consider stopping to let 
them through. (especially during         
Birdsville Races)   If we have a 
head wind you will double your 
fuel consumption. (2013 trip - 320 
klm and 170 litres of diesel. The 
wind was so bad you could not 
open driver’s door and when wind 
was behind us the dust came over 
the front of the rig, ensuring we 
were in your own dust storm) 

Dust / Rock Damage  Prevention 

Purchase 'Grappa' tape from  
hardware.  Consider - 

• Covering all ground and mid 
height vents, door and         
refrigerator vents 

• Covering refrigerator vent 
only when you start on the 
dirt road, making sure you 
turn off the refrigerator 

• Covering door vent only when 
you start on the dirt road. 

 
When you arrive at a location,        
remove tape, open door and let 
any gases out of rig before          
lighting any gas. (Allow 5 minutes) 
Don’t forget to turn fridge back 
on. 
Sink, shower and basin outlets.  
Close / block them as dust will           
billow out of these 
 
Rig Preparation  

Stone Stomper Protection 

This is brilliant.  It is a heavy  
duty protection sheet that goes 
from the hitch to the front wall 
of the van.  It saves you from all 

LPD PREPARATION 
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rock damage to the front of the 
van and some underneath damage 
as well.  It costs $580 but worth 
it. 

Important - Caravan Battery.    
The normal 'heavy duty’ battery or 
batteries powering a caravan or rig 
may not survive the rigours ofdriv-
ing on the limestone and          cor-
rugated dirt road. The internal 
cells may collapse with the         
vibration.  It is suggested you  
purchase AGM Deep Cycle Heavy 
Duty batteries for this and             
subsequent off road trips you do.   
They are not cheap and you will be 
looking at $350 per battery but 
they do have a minimum 5 year 
warranty.   

Gas Bottles & equipment             
located on front of rig.                     
It is best to have protection for 
these as limestone rocks can     
perforate the gas bottles (and did 
in 2013)   Consider purchase of 
'rock protectors' or ‘Stone Guard’ 
or heavy duty rubber placed in 
front of bottles etc 

Underneath Van or trailer  

Waste Pipes can be destroyed by 
rocks thrown up.  Consider        
installing some form of              
protection to the waste pipes.  
Heavy duty rubber (mud flap         
material) in front of the pipes the 
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entire width of the caravan is a 
good way of protecting the 
pipes. 

Likewise it has been known for 
brake cables and electrical to 
be destroyed my limestone 
rocks.  Consider protecting 
them. 

Road Trains 
A Road Train is an articulated 
truck with multiple trailers          
attached.  They are up to 54            
metres (170 feet) long. It has 
64 wheels all spitting out rocks 
so just stop and get off the 
road as far as possible… and 
close windows and vents! 

• Always give a Road Train           
plenty of room, as the            
buffeting from displaced 
air as you pass in opposite 
directions can be quite  
severe. 

• Buffeting WILL occur when 
a large vehicle or truck    
passes you and your cara-
van.  You must be ready to 
adjust to the           feeling 
of being pushed off the 
road as the vehicles             
passes. 

• Allow at least 1 kilometre 
(3000 feet) of clear road             
before overtaking a road 
train. 

• Dust from Road Trains will  
obscure your vision so , 
slow down or stop at the 
side of the road until it 
settles. 

• Monitor your rear view          
mirror and contact the         
driver  on  UHF Ch 40 and 
work together to achieve a 
safe pass by the Road 
Train. 

 
Highway Air Field  
In outback Australia, main 
roads are used as runways for 
the Royal Flying Doctor Service 
and private plane emergency               
landings.  These sections of 
roads are well sign posted at 
each end of the runway and the 
road actually looks like an             
airport runway. 

• Never park or stop within 

the sign posted airfield area 

• Police vehicles or                
ambulance may or may not    
be present when a medical 
aircraft is approaching 

• Be aware aircraft may be 
attempting to land so            
maintain a visual search of 
the sky 

• If an aircraft is on the 
ground, STOP, do not        
travel further until directed 
by emergency  personnel or 
the pilot. 

• Assist with turning the           
aircraft for take-off if       
requested by emergency 
personnel or pilot. 

 

TRIP PREPARATION  Continued 



Chinchilla—Tara Rd, Crossroads 4413 

Chinchilla Weir Campground is a large, shady     
camping ground with some powered sites, where 
you can fish and swim. Located on the bank of the 
Condamine River.  

Chinchilla weir has only limited power from two 
power boxes, so get there early, you will probably 
require an extra long lead and a 10 amp to 15 amp 
converter as many of the power points are 10 amp. 
Take care with power cords and protect                
connectors from the wet.   

The area is quiet and restful. Take your camera             
as the bird life is extraordinary. The campground                       
is 8 km from town so stock up before you go.   The                  
council have now covered the camping area with gravel.  

Caravanners need to be careful if they drive off the      
made surface, as there is evidence of vehicles being 
bogged in the notorious Qld black-soil 

Chinchilla Weir 

 

2 klm west of town on the Mitchell Highway—on 
the right  
 
The Neil Turner Weir Rest Area is on the bank of 
the Maranoa River in Mitchell.  
 
There are toilets and picnic tables and you can use 
your mobile phone in this free overnight rest area.    
 
There are 3 Camping areas, with clean facilities 
with flushing toilets. A concrete boat ramp is         
situated 150 Metres from camp # 1. 
 
The Maranoa River has its origins, along with its 
many tributaries, way up in the rugged Carnarvon 
Ranges. It snakes its way south towards St George 
and on the way it wraps itself around two sides  of 
the town of Mitchell. 
 
Dump point at Mitchell Showground 
 
Excellent meals at the Courthouse Hotel off the 
main street 
     

Neil Turner Weir  - Mitchell 
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Vans can be refilled with 

water for free at                      

Information Centre 
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CHARLEVILLE  

Charleville Bush Camp                 
  Access via the Mitchell Highway. Turn left onto 
Adavale Road and Charleville Bush Camp is                
located just 500 metres from this turn off. 

 

Park in the trees or in the open, just 2 km from 
town, secure location.   Our Camp Host is Rick and 
his mate “Jordee”.     

Charleville Bush Camp has a dump point, water taps, 
rubbish point, a pet section with an  exercise yard.  

Non-Smokers Only                                               
Must Have Your Own Toilet 

This is an exciting development for Charleville, we 
look forward to welcoming you. 

A two course dinner is organised for the night         
before we leave.   

Charleville Tour 

Tour Time:  2pm & 4.30pm for our group    

Hear about the 1990, 2010 & 2012 Floods and what’s being 

done to prevent the town flooding again.  

Also the Fires that have ravaged some of our historic             

buildings. This tour offers 2 hours of fabulous history and 

amazing stories.        

 



Channel Country Caravan Park 

 

Situated approximately six kilometres north of 
Quilpie on the Adavale Road.  

The natural lake is a beautiful expanse of water 
set amongst shady gum trees. Seasonally,                
thousands of glorious water lilies line the banks             
in the shallow water.   This lush oasis is home                 
to a vast array of birds and native animals                   
making it an ideal location to bird watch and                
photographs some of Quilpie Shire's unique                
wildlife. 

Only a ten minute drive from Quilpie, Lake               
Houdraman is an ideal spot for a scenic picnic,                
a refreshing swim, or to watch magnificent              
sunset. Visiting this beautiful, natural lake  
teeming with native birds makes it difficult                          
to believe this is Outback Queensland.  

Lake Houdraman 
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Looking for a nice, quiet, clean place to 
stay before you head off into the real  
outback? Come to Quilpie and stay with us 
at the Channel Country Tourist Park & 
Spas.  

We've got a great deal to offer,  including  

• grassy drive through sites,  

• hot artesian spas, and  

• our own opal fossicking area within 
the park grounds 

QUILPIE   
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Want to do some serious fossicking?  

It might have been filled in but there's 
still plenty to be found at 'Deuces 
Wild'. This lease is situated about 70 
km from the caravan park. To get there 
you travel directly west along the          
bitumen for about 60 km and then you 
turn left at Pinkilla Station and travel 
along 10 km of dirt.  

Before you depart we give you a           
detailed mudmap. 

Deuces Wild is a rehabilitated opal 
mine. About 10 years ago it was a fully 
operational open cut mine.  

At least one million dollars worth of 
opal was extracted from it. Miners  
rehabilitate the area once they have 
finished mining but this doesn't mean 
there is nothing left!!  

 

QUILPIE  Continued 

Bulloo River Walk 

 

Self Drive Opal Tour 

A stroll along the Bulloo River Walk is a tranquil  
way to appreciate the native flora and fauna of the 
Bulloo River Catchment.   

Signs, bearing information about the plant species, 
are located along the walk. The Bulloo River is an 
ideal spot to relax under a shady tree and bird 
watch whilst enjoying the natural sounds of the 
bush.   

Keen birdwatchers are encouraged to identify as 
many bird species as they can, and jot down their 
findings in the Quilpie Shire Bird Diary at the            
Information Centre.  The Bulloo River is an ideal 
place to cast a fishing line and catch a Yellowbelly 
(Golden Perch) or throw in a yabby pot and snare 
some delicious Yabbies (fresh water Crayfish). You 
could have yourself one of the freshest feeds the 
Outback has to offer. 



Experience the freedom of the outback way of 
life and the beauty of this arid landscape on the 
Bulloo River Heritage Trail. Lake Houdraman is an 
ideal spot for morning tea. Explore gravesites 
from the 1800s that illustrate the harsh lifestyle. 
Enjoy a beer at the Adavale Surf Life Saving Club 
and learn why all buildings are built well off the 
ground. You will love experiencing the local culture 
and outback humour. Keep an eye out for migrating 
butterflies. 

Highlights of the Trail include: Lake Houdraman 
and the outback township of Adavale.  

The Bulloo River Heritage Trail is 194 kilometres 
long and should take approximately three hours to 
complete. Conventional vehicles are able to travel 
along the Heritage Trail with caution - all roads 
are gravel ensure you drive to the road conditions. 
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Bulloo River Heritage Trail 

Baldy Top Lookout 

Located 7.4 kilometres from Quilpie on the                 
Toompine Road rests a red rocky formation, aptly 
named Baldy Top Lookout. Part of the Grey Range, 
Baldy Top is one of the most elevated points in 
South West Queensland.  

Explore caves and crevices, untouched by civilisation 
whilst traversing this magnificent boulder formation 
which was created naturally over millions of years.  
A climb to the summit of Baldy Top is a relatively 
easy ten minute scramble.  

Although Baldy Top appears quite small in its            
surroundings, once atop this hill, one is amazed by 
the breathtaking panoramic landscapes that stretch 
as far as your imagination.  

As ancient as time itself, Baldy Top offers visitors             
stunning sunsets whilst experiencing the serenity 
and solitude of the Outback.  

You have not seen the Australian Outback until you 
have seen it from Baldy Top. 

QUILPIE  Continued 



The Cooper Creek Rest Area has plenty of 
room for any size rig with good amenities.  
It is located either side of the highway and 
either side of Cooper Creek.                                     
Facilities on northern side of the Diamantina 
Developmental Road and eastern side of 
Cooper Creek. 
Camping seems most popular on the south of 
the river and west of the road, on the gravel 
flats beside the river. However, more private 
and scenic camp spots are available on either 
side of the bridge and either side of the   
roadway. It is a good plan to scout it out for 
your perfect spot first. Great for canoeing, 
fishing and relaxing, but the yabbies are a bit 
scarce. Firewood is also scarce so collect some 
along the way before you arrive. Very peaceful 
and relaxing spot for a few days stopover. 
Cooper Creek was named by Charles Sturt in 
1845 after Charles Cooper who was a Chief 
Justice of South Australia. Sturt commented 
that he would have named it a river, but for 
the fact that it had no current.    

COOPERS CREEK, WINDORAH 

 

JC  HOTEL RUINS — WINDORAH REGION   
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The channel country out here is very flat and the fall 
along the length of Cooper Creek is minimal, resulting in 
stagnant water except when it flood 

The JC Hotel Ruins Camping Area is a historical site, not far from the highway.  
 
The access road is rather rough in places and 4WD is recommended.   The site is located in what was 
Main Street, Canterbury, now a ghost town of a 19th  century settlement. 200 m north of highway. 
 
A fascinating piece of trivia about this place, is that it was purchased by a station owner in  order to 
close it down, because his workmen were a bit too fond of the cold stuff. 
 

OUR MORNING TEA STOP 



Betoota, population 0, is the gateway from the east 
being just over 700 km from Charleville and             
approximately 70 metres above sea level with an 
annual rainfall of 200 ml to 400 ml.   
 
In 1885, the Queensland Government decided to 
set up a customs post at Betoota collecting a toll 
for stock as they travelled the stock route.  This 
practice continued until Federation in 1901.  
 
Betoota was also once the site of a Cobb & Co. 
change station. 
 
Except for surrounding cattle stations, Betoota 
stands alone in the middle of a vast gibber plain.  
 
It was surveyed as a town in 1887 and quickly grew 
to three hotels, a police station, store and post        
office.   
The remaining hotel was built in the late 1880's 
and was a favourite resting and refuelling spot for            
visitors until it closed in October 1997.   
 
No services are available. 
 

BETOOTA 
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The town boasts an impressive racetrack, which 
comes alive during the last weekend in August each 
year as part of the Simpson Desert Racing                        
Carnival.   
 
A new dry weather airstrip will make it a pleasure 
for the enthusiast to attend the very   successful 
race and gymkhana meetings. 

OUR EVENING REST STOP 



Home to the renowned Birdsville Hotel, the famous Birdsville Races and the Birdsville Track.  Birdsville is a 
town full of surprises often referred to as Australia’s isolated town which is situated on the edge of the 
sands of the Simpson Desert to the west, the vast gibber plains of Sturt’s Stony desert to the South and 
the rich Channel Country to the North.  The town is only 12 kilometres from the South Australian Border. 
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BIRDSVILLE 

Birdsville Races 
 

Right from the very first race meeting back in 1882 Horse Racing in Birdsville has been well received.   After 
the success of the first meeting a jockey club was formed, Stewards appointed and committee elected – the 
rest as they say, is history.   The town was established in the 1880’s as a customs post on the SA/Qld        
border and at the head of the Birdsville Track Stock Route to southern markets but at Federation in 1901 
tolls for cattle crossing the border were abolished and the population dwindled as a result.   The Birdsville 
Races however went from strength to strength.   The first course was moved to the present position after 
being regularly inundated with floodwaters but the cup distance has remained at 1 mile (1600 metres) since 
its first running in 1882, a point of difference being that the track is only one of four in Qld raced          
anti-clockwise.   The party starts in Thursday night with the Birdsville Races Cocktail Party – frock up and 
dance the night away with live music – just the thing to set the mood for the rest of the weekend…. 
The 13 race program with prize money in excess of $140,000.00 starts Friday and continues Saturday          
culminating with the XXXX Gold Birdsville Cup. Naturally, the all-important Fashions on the Field will be a 
highlight of the day and Oncourse Bookmakers; food and bar facilities are available throughout the event. 

Racegoers will enjoy live entertainment both nights and apart from the live music be treated to one of      
Australia’s legendary shows with the Fred Brophy Boxing Troupe.  May be you might want to try your skills 
in the ring...  The Giant Auction, where all manner of donated goods including collectables, memorabilia and 
vouchers – anything at all will go under the hammer to raise funds for RFDS. If you need a break from the 
racing, wander around the Market Stalls where you will find arts & crafts, clothes, leather goods, souvenirs 
and my favourite Riversands Wines wine tasting (their Black Magic Vintage Port is wicked) to name a few. 

Tickets for the Birdsville Races Cocktail Party and Trackside Marquees together with Souvenir Medallion 
can be ordered online but must be collected along with general course entry tickets from the Birdsville 
Race Club shop located in the Visitor Information Centre on Billabong Boulevard during race week. 

 

 

We have to stay 10 days to be granted 
a booking for power and water.  We 
have  

•  Power,  

•  water,  

•  showers  

•  laundry and  

•  250 metre flat walk to town.   

Birdsville                   
Caravan Park 



The Birdsville Hotel, built back in 1884, has seen history in the making.   

It's a place where yarns have been spun for more than a century, a place in a harsh environment where 
the true spirit of Australian mateship still lives on.   

No exploration of the Australian Outback is complete without a pilgrimage to the Birdsville Hotel. 

It's a long way to the shop if you want a sausage 
roll, but it's worth the trip! 

G'day, and welcome to the Birdsville Bakery,          
Licensed Hard Road Cafe and John Murray Art 
Gallery. We trade 7 days a week from Easter 
through to Mid October. Offering Breakfast, 
Lunch and Dinner. With the exception of                  
shortcrust pastry shells for our sweets cabinet, 
everything is prepared on site. An award for           
excellence speaks out our desire to produce and 
sell quality products. 

Your hosts, Dusty And Jacko built the bakery from 
scratch in 2004. It is Birdsville's first ever           
bakery. The most asked question is 'Why did you 
build it?'. There are many answers, but the main 
one is- With no baking or retail food experience, 
Birdsville was chosen because we could afford to 
make lots of mistakes and still survive. 
It has been an enormous challenge to build the 
bakery and to learn to bake and cook, but at the 
same time, enormously rewarding and satisfying. 

We hope you will visit our humble premises, 

spend a bit of money and enjoy our products. 

 

BIRDSVILLE 
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Bakery 

Birdsville Hotel 



Big Red is the largest and most 
famous dune in the Simpson           
Desert. It stands approximately 
90 metres above sea level and 35 
metres above the plain, although 
height may vary due to winds and 
dunal movement.  

This sand dune, which sits 33 kms 
west of Birdsville in Queensland, 
provides an extremely challenging 
feat for 4WD enthusiasts            
although it is not necessary to 
scale its height to traverse the 
Simpson Desert as there are        
alternative routes.  
 
When heading out into the             
Simpson Desert NP from                
Birdsville, Big Red is the first and 
highest of over 1,100 sand dunes 
that run north-south for hundreds 
of kilometres. This landscape is 
dominated by parallel, wind-blown 
sand dunes ranging from a few       
metres to 20 metres high. The 
striking colours and the huge  ex-
panse of arid landscapes are some 
of the reasons why many visitors 
are attracted to the area. 

Burke & Wills Coolibah Tree 
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BIRDSVILLE  Continued 

Big Red  
Originally known as Nappanerica Dune, this huge sand dune in the 
Simpson Desert lies on the western edge of Lake Nappanerica.          
Nappanerica roughly translates to "water that takes a long time to 
dry up". The dune was later named Big Red by Simpson Desert                   
traveller Dennis Bartell. 

The Burke and Wills Tree at Birdsville was 
marked as part of the Burke and Wills expedition 
in the 1800s.  

Local history records that this Coolibah Tree, on 
the banks of the Diamantina River bears the 
marking BW-C76 1860.  

It was marked by a party which later traced the 
route taken by Burke and Wills. Burke cut only 
the letter 'B' and camp number's in Roman                 
Numerals. 

http://www.exploroz.com/TrekNotes/Deserts/Simpson_Desert.aspx
http://www.exploroz.com/TrekNotes/Deserts/Simpson_Desert.aspx
http://www.exploroz.com/Places/1820/QLD/Birdsville.aspx
http://www.exploroz.com/QLD/Default.aspx
http://www.exploroz.com/TrekNotes/Deserts/Simpson_Desert.aspx
http://www.exploroz.com/TrekNotes/Deserts/Simpson_Desert.aspx
http://www.exploroz.com/Places/1820/QLD/Birdsville.aspx
http://www.exploroz.com/Shop/Velo_Press+Run.aspx
http://www.exploroz.com/TrekNotes/Deserts/Simpson_Desert.aspx
http://www.exploroz.com/TrekNotes/Deserts/Simpson_Desert.aspx


CHARLEVILLE  
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Cooper Development Road  -  Eromanga 

Noccundra was first settled in 1882 with the  
establishment of the Noccundra Hotel.   The 
Noccundra Pub is one not to be missed. In fact, 
it's the town's only occupied building! It is also 
the site of a memorial to the ill-fated Hume         
expedition, who died of thirst west of the      
present town while searching for survivors of  
the lost Leichhardt Expedition.   Grab a line and 
fish in the nearby Wilson River, also an ideal 
camping spot.   Noccundra has a varied history. 
Locals are well versed in its past, so stop for a 
yarn on the way through. 

Eromanga is famous for being the furthest Outback 
town from the ocean in Australia. The Eromanga oil 
and gas basin produces around one and a half million 
barrels of oil per year.  

The Old Royal Hotel, built in 1885, is one of the origi-
nal buildings and was once a Cobb and Co staging post. 
The rustic outdoor machinery museum will soon be 
complemented by an indoor Living History Centre in-
corporating an Object Theatre. The new museum is 
next to a covered playground and park with a stunning 
mining memorial, inlaid with opal.  

Noccundra 

Fishing  -  Wilson River 

A large waterhole exists within the Wilson  
River adjacent to the Noccundra Hotel, and is 
referred to as the Noccundra Waterhole.  This 
waterhole is a popular campsite for locals and 
visitors alike.   Wilson River is a tributary of 
Cooper's Creek. . There is a complex            
relationship between stock movement, the          
artificial provision of water, and the                   
development of the transport routes and             
settlement patterns in Outback                               
regions. Historical and modern routes through 
the arid pastoral districts of Australia were 
dependent on the availability of water. The 
extensive system of travelling stock routes in 
western Queensland was made feasible by the 
discovery of water. Consequently, the Wilson 
River played a very large part in the                    
settlement of the area. During the time of 

early exploration and settlement, the Wilson River             
Aboriginal Tribe, known as the Nockaburrawarry, lived in 
the area.     

The Grey Range forms a water-shed between the Wilson 
and the Bulloo Rivers. A large Waterhole  exists within 
the Wilson River adjacent to the Noccundra Hotel, and 
is referred to as the Noccundra Waterhole. South-west 
of Noccundra Waterhole, the course of the Wilson      
River spreads out, on its way across the plains. Today 
the Wilson River is a well-known fishing spot where 
Golden Perch (Yellow Belly), freshwater Catfish, Yabbies 
and Spangled and Silver Perch can be caught.  
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Thargomindah  

Situated along the Adventure Way and lying on the banks of the Bulloo River approximately 200 kilometres 
west of Cunnamulla, and 1,100 kilometres west of Brisbane. The road is sealed to Thargomindah, with only a 
45 kilometre stretch remaining to be sealed to the historic Burke and Wills "Dig Tree" on Cooper Creek at 
Nappa Merrie Station.  

In 1860, Burke & Wills epic expedition through far South West Queensland helped to pave the way for         
settlement in the area. It was during this time that a remarkable bushman by the name of Vincent James 
Dowling pioneered and settled Thargomindah Station. The Station was, and still is, situated on the opposite 
side of the Bulloo River to where the town of Thargomindah is located. The Town Reserve of Thargomindah 
was gazetted on 31st December 1874. 

Today, Thargomindah is a modern country town providing the facilities and services expected by visitors, 
including a fully sealed airstrip with Pilot Assisted Lighting. The town has a population of approximately 230, 
with the traditional source of industry in the Shire being beef and wool. In recent times, petroleum/oil and 
gas make up a large part of the Shire's economy. 

Thargomindah is an Aboriginal word meaning "Cloud of Dust", and each of the streets in Thargomindah is 
named after residents or notable people of the time.  

If you want to stay closer to your camp site, you  
can fish in the Bulloo River or net big blue yabbies 
for dinner. Take a leisurely walk along the Bulloo 
River to the Weir, and then to the Cobb & Co  
Crossing, or you can walk out to the Hydro Power 
Plant Display on the outskirts of town. There is a 
Hydro Power Plant demonstration at 4.30pm every 
day which is well worth visiting.  

http://www.thargotourism.com.au/the-burke-and-wills-dig-tree
http://www.thargotourism.com.au/cobb-co-crossing
http://www.thargotourism.com.au/cobb-co-crossing
http://www.thargotourism.com.au/hydro-power-plant
http://www.thargotourism.com.au/hydro-power-plant
roustaboutsrvclub.com.au


The Opal Caravan Park 
142 Pandora St, Lightning Ridge                
02 6829 4884  
 
Built in 2011 is ideally located             
opposite the Hot Artesian Bore 
Baths. It is set in a natural and 
peaceful environment and is        
perfect for those looking for a 
retreat and blissful comfort. 

Featuring plenty of large drive 
through powered sites, drive 
through ensuite sites, camping 
sites, this park caters for                   
everybody. 

The Park is set among Large gum, 
Wilga and Leopardwood tress it 

has large, clean amenities block 
with roomy showers and ample  
facilities. 

The camp kitchen and fire pit are 
perfect for enjoying a BBQ and a 
quiet evening around the fire with 
new friends. Take a swim in the 
new in ground Swimming pool.  

You can stay in touch with your 
loved ones with FREE WIFI access 
and we are welcoming to your 
friends of the furry kind too! 

All this, and only a few minutes' 
drive to the centre of town and 
many of the local attractions! 

All Tour Buses pick up from the 
Opal Caravan Parks Reception  

daily. 

Opening Hours: Open all 
the time except between 
10am - 12noon Monday to 
Friday for cleaning  

Cost: Free 

Pandora Street, Lightning Ridge 

A trip to the Ridge would not be 
complete without a visit to the 
free Artesian Bore Baths. At the 
end of a hard day fossicking and 
exploring, there is nothing quite 
as therapeutic as a long soak in 
the naturally heated thermal 
baths. Allow the water to soothe 
your aches while you gaze at the 
starry night sky and enjoy the 
serenity. Bliss! 

LIGHTNING RIDGE  - BLACK OPAL CAPITAL OF THE WORLD  

Artesian Bore Baths 

Lightning Ridge but it is not the 
only unique thing… the Ridge is also 
famous for its Car Door Tour so be 
sure to drop into the Visitor            
Information Centre for your guide 
to this special experience.  

These quirky journeys are Lightning 
Ridge's answer to 'self drive' tours 
and are a great way to start your 
visit to The Ridge. 

The four tours are demarcated by 
colour coded and numbered car 
doors. 

 

The Black Opal is unique to             
Lightning Ridge but it is not the 
only unique thing… the Ridge is also 
famous for its Car Door Tour so be 
sure to drop into the Visitor             
Information Centre for your guide 
to this special experience. These 
quirky journeys are Lightning 
Ridge's answer to 'self drive' 
tours and are a great way to start 
your visit to The Ridge. Four tours 
are demarcated by colour coded 
and numbered car doors. 

The Black Opal is unique to              

Car Door Tours 
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Red Car Door Track, Pony Fence.  

Take the time to browse this in-
credible feat of engineering and 
truly experience the eccentric 
mind of one of the Ridge's late 
characters. The walls of this 
'concrete folly' have been careful-
ly and lovingly inscribed and you 
can journey through the mind of 
its creator and wonder.... 

A private residence, available to 
see through Black Opal Tours 

Morilla Street, Lightning Ridge 

Coopers Cottage is an authentic 
abode of the early miner, built in 
1916. Its historical setting embraces 
the living conditions of the mining 
pioneer. 

Cost: Free entry to one of the oldest 
houses in The Ridge 

Opening hours: 11am to 5pm 7 days a 
week. 

 

Astronomer’s Monument 

Coopers Cottage 

Hours: 9am - 5pm Daily 

Features: Underground          Mine,  Mining Operations, Opal and Min-
ing Information Talk, Video 
and Jewellery Showroom 

Cost Tour: Adults $15  

Bald Hill Road , Lightning Ridge 

At the Walk In Mine you will be 
able to take a trip underground 
and experience for yourself an 
Opal Mine, view a fascinating film 
of the many Lightning Ridge       
characters and their lifestyles at 
the 'Ridge'.   

Enjoy a complimentary tea or cof-
fee in our picnic area and try your 
hand at fossicking for your own 
opal.  All Day Self-Guided Tours,            
No Bookings Necessary.   Opening 

Walk In Mine 
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Opal Street, Lightning Ridge 

A unique structure and an intriguing 
example of innovative architecture. 

Originally a miner's camp, the         
Bottle House now houses an               
astonishing collection of artefacts and 
other items of interest. 

Opening Hours: 9am - 5pm 7 days 

Cost: Adults $10 Children free 

Features: Friendly service and            
souvenirs. 

Ridge.  

 

Mile Road, Lightning Ridge  

Visit a genuine working Opal mine. 
First licenced opal mine open to 
the public in Lightning Ridge. 

Hours: From 9:00am 7 days 

Tours: Self guided tour of the 
mine. Adults $15 Children $2.00 

Features: Opal mine, free entry to 
above ground opal and          souve-
nir shop, fossicking, and DVD of 
opal history featuring Lightning 

LIGHTNING RIDGE  - Continued  

Big Opal Underground Mine Tour 

“A life's passion...  this amazing 

hand-built castle is a labour of 

love for the last 25 years and there 

is still a way to go until it is             

complete. 

Opening Hours: Access via one 

of the ‘car door tours’. 

Amigo’s Castle 
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Bottle House 



3 Mile Road, 5 klms up opposite 
yellow car door 7 

You'll be amazed... The Egyptian 
chamber has humorous                  
hieroglyphics and is a replica of an 
Egyptian tomb. Atlas holds the 
world while Adam supports the 
roof of the entrance to the            
working mine - another feature of 
the tour. The Last Supper which 
took six months to complete and 
the pondering Nostradamus, which 
took five hours to carve, are          
depicted in magnificent detail and 
is testimony to the razor sharp 
skill and patience of Ron. Discov-
er... 

8 Opal Street, Lightning Ridge 

Situated in the main street, John 
Murray Art Gallery is full of the  
vibrant paintings that have made 
John Murray one of Australia's  
leading outback artists. 

Entry is free; the gallery is full of 
large and small original paintings and 
hosts a wide range of reproductions, 
posters, cards and art souvenirs. 
Visitors can enjoy the artworks in 
the relaxed and friendly atmos-
phere, as well as hearing first hand 
some of John's inspiration on the in 

Chambers of the Black Hand 

John Murray’s Art Gallery 

Morilla Street, Lightning Ridge 

Features: Local history, books and 
souvenirs 1932 Miners' cottage 
and 1915 Cottage Hospital Gallery.  
Historical displays books and 
crafts. 

Cost: Donations accepted 

Opening Hours: open 3 days a 
week, or by appointment, phone 
for details 

Historical Society & Heritage Cottage 
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It has taken the miner 18 years 
to complete the carvings so far 
and the evolving process will see 
even more sculptures and           
chambers added to the tour. 
The mine was converted into a 
privately managed tourist at-
traction which offers guided 
tours, interactive display and 
underground shop. Chambers of 
the Black Hand is a local busi-
ness managed by local people                
showcasing the best Lighting 
Ridge has to offer. 

house DVD. 

Opening Hours: Weekdays             9am - 5pm,           Saturday                         
9am -2 pm,                           
Sunday                         
9am - 2 pm 

 



02 6829 0368 -Morilla Street,  

See above ground mining operations, camps and          
castles, hear stories and fables of the Ridge and  
fossick for opal! Enjoy exclusive access into           
Astronomers Monument, an incredible concrete             
castle and Fred Bodel's camp, the oldest miner's 
camp at Lightning Ridge. Guided tour through           
Amigo's Castle and see our private opal display. Learn 
all you need to know about our beautiful gem stone 
and more....including a complimentary Devonshire tea 
served at PLATFORM 1, the Flying Potsman's historic 
red rattler train carriage! 

DISCOVER THE COLOURFUL NATURE OF THE 
RIDGE ON THIS GEM OF A TOUR! 

Classic Black Opal Tour (3 hour tour) 

Departs: twice daily, seven days a week 8.45 am and 
1.30 pm. (Summer Tours 8.15 am only) 

Prices: *$35 adults *$30 seniors  

Package Tour (4.5 hours) Underground experience 
included 

Price: *$70 adults *$65 seniors  

Departs: daily (Summer Tours 8.15am) 

Free pickup from your accommodation 

Features: Opal cutting demonstration, Exclusive           
access into Fred Bodel's Camp, Exclusive access into 
Astronomer's Monument, Guided tour through          
Amigo's Castle, fossick for opal, informative talk on 
Black Opal, Lunatic Hill open cut and hear the history 
of our opal bearing ridges, complimentary Devonshire 
tea and most importantly, friendly guides that are 
real opal miners guaranteeing an unforgettable           
experience. 

 

LIGHTNING RIDGE  - Continued  

Outback Opal Tours 
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02 6829 4110 / 0439398680  

TOWN TOUR 

The entire  Lightning Ridge experience. Our (3 
hour) tour, with our long-term local guides will 
take you through town and the opal fields,               
fossicking, on a guided underground tour in a real 
mine (the famous Big Opal). Fresh homemade 
cakes, cooked daily for morning / afternoon tea. 
Visit the Amazing Amigos castle; inside and out. 
Watch a cutting and polishing display and hear a 
great opal explanation. 

2 Tours daily: 9am & 2pm, 7 days a week (we pick 
you up from your accommodation, the visitors 
centre or a pre-designated place of choice) 

Prices: *$30 Adults *$25 Pensioners/Seniors  

Features: The REAL mining experience,               
underground tour as part of our tour, (We have a 
lift to help you underground at the Big Opal if 
needed). Opal cutting explanation / Demonstra-
tion. Amigos Castle. And so much more. 

GRAWIN, GLENGARRY & SHEEPYARD TOUR 

Outback opal Tours also have a full day tour to 
the  outlying opal fields. A whole day experience 

Black Opal Tours 

that you will NEVER forget! During the full day tour 
you will get to go Fossicking for opals, See the bush 
golf Course, War Memorial, mining field, and meet some 
real miners plus much more. 

Departs: 8am- 4.30pm-Between March and October 

Prices: *$85.00 per person (includes morning tea and 
lunch).  

 



 Office Hours:       
 8.00 am to 12.00 pm Monday to Friday 
  

 Phone:                    07 5573 7253  /  0412 614 260 
 Email:  roustaboutsrv@bigpond.com 
 Website:  roustaboutsrvclub.com.au 
 
  
  
 

ROUSTABOUTS RV CLUB INC.  
 
 

  
 Registered Office:     
 7 Berri Place, Helensvale Qld 4212 

mailto:roustaboutsrv@bigpond.com
roustaboutsrvclub.com.au

