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5th April to 9 May 2021 (35 Days) 

Max 25 Rigs 

Mackay,  

Lucinda,  

Innisfail,  

Port Douglas 

Cooktown 

Atherton 

Mission Beach 

Yeppoon 

Tour Inclusions 

1. Daintree, Mossman Gorge & Cape Tribulation 

Day Tour with lunch and cruise  

2. Three Island Roustabouts Cruise and Lunch  

3. Cooktown Sunset Cruise 



Overview 

The Long Paddock Drive  (LPD) is on bitumen roads, suitable for both 2WD and 4X4 vehicles and well maintained            

caravans, camper trailers, campervans, 5th wheelers, slide-ons and motorhomes. 

Our northern country members are especially invited to join the LPD, or if unable, to meet with the group as they travel 

through the various northern centres. 

The Drive takes 35 days; the focus of this trip is to see the natural beauty of our country.   

This LPD will base at northern towns for a few days so participants can enjoy independent touring.   

This LPD has a few planned tours, Drive Meals and Communal Meals, leaving participants to decide on their activities in 

the many locations.  

This trip stops at many fishing locations. 

Essential equipment 

1. UHF radio 

2. Personal first aid kit  

Optional equipment  

1. Personal EPIRB 

2. Additional fuel and water 

3. Additional spare tyres (vehicle and rig)  

4. Tent / camping equipment for overnight excursions 

Support Team 

A support team will accompany roustabouts.  

At least one support team vehicles will have UHF radio, HF radio, EPIRB, Defib machines and RFDS first aid kits as well 

as onboard IT capability.    

Elephant Rock 

Roustabout RV Club Adventure Long Paddock Drives tour remote areas of Queensland and other Australian             

regions for extended periods and the RV Club believes security and safety of participants, especially those on  

their first trip, is paramount.  For this reason, Long Paddock Drives have a Support Team in attendance to look   

after daily travel, the administrative and operational needs of individual participants and the group as a whole. 

Kuranda Rail 



Drive Olympics 

Roustabouts RV Club organisers have included their   

usual non-competitive ‘Drive Olympic’ games at free 

camp sites.  These games include finska and ladder     

golf and are purely for fun and enjoyment.  The ‘Drive 

Olympic’ event is held in the afternoon at selected      

overnight stopovers.  Winners of each event get a medal 

and a prize, runner up gets a medal and the loser             

receives a prestigious certificate.  The overall winner of 

the competition receives a significant prize. 

 Royal Flying Doctor  - Drive Charity  

This and other Roustabouts RV Club Drives traverse rural 

and remote regions of our country  and enjoy the security 

of knowing the Royal  Flying Doctor is only a call away  

on the support teams HF radio, if 

needed.   This is a free service to all 

Australians so to thank and support 

the organisation the Drive operates a 

‘Fine and Misdemeanour Tin’ with 

Roustabouts asked to  donate loose change and pay 

fines for incidents that may occur  during the day.                  

Donating is not compulsory but Roustabouts  organisers 

would appreciate your support to this charity. The ‘Tin’ 

appears at Happy Hour.  Tins are taken unopened to the 

ANZ bank at the completion of the Drive and the bank 

deposits the amount directly into the RFDS account. 

 Drive Souvenir Shirts 

Souvenir shirts are available for purchase by completing 

an order form located on the website  Alternatively, you 

may provide a suitable shirt and the logo will be              

embroidered onto it 

 Drive Domestic Travel Insurance 

It is highly recommended roustabouts consider and take 

out domestic travel insurance for this event 

Drive & Community Meals 

Roustabout RV Club Long Paddock Drives include     

community meals at various free camping sites. 

Drive Meals are in the form of a sausage sizzle or 

hamburger type meal.   

Communal Meals have roustabouts cooking their own 

meal and bringing it to a communal table to eat. 

Your support team will ask for volunteers to assist with 

the purchase of commodities, preparation, cooking and 

cleaning up of Drive Meals.  Nobody has ever walked 

away hungry after these meals. 

Drive Movie Nights 

At various free camp sites, movie nights may be held 

under the stars. 

 Normally held after dinner, the movie is viewed beside 

a caravan.   Roustabouts are encouraged to come to 

these nights and bring their nibbles and drinks.  

A guide on what movies will play and dates will be in 

the travel pouch provided at the commencement of the 

Drive. 

   



Drive Pouch 

Upon arrival the first day you will be provided with a ‘Drive 

Pouch’ that holds information about every event and tour 

on your trip, including 

• · Itinerary 

• · Name Tag 

• · Event information and dates 

• · Drive meal and movie dates 

• · Quarantine information   

• · Events organised / booked on your behalf 

 Your Itinerary Explained 

Organisers of the Drive have developed an itinerary that 

shows costs associated with the trip.   These costs are 

approximate only and are presented as a guide to assist 

with your holiday budget decisions.  

The costs are:  

Accommodation:    

Actual cost negotiated with the accommodation                   

organisation 

Fuel: 

Cost worked on diesel fuel being consumed at 20 litres 

per 100 kms.   The cost of fuel is presented as $1.70 a 

litre to allow for remote variations in fuel cost. 

Organised Meals 

Actual cost negotiated with the organisation 

Weekly Grocery & Dining 

An average daily cost worked on what is considered a 

weekly grocery bill with a few take away meals.    This 

figure is indicative only and each roustabout needs to  

determine their actual costs. 

Petty Cash 

An average weekly cost that is indicative  only and each 

roustabout needs to determine their actual costs. 

Included Tour / Event 

Actual cost negotiated with the organisation.  The cost 

shown is for two people.   Although included in the Drive 

program, there is no  compulsion to partake in the activity, 

unless you have indicated attendance/participation on 

your registration form and paid deposit or full amount.”  

Optional Tours / Events 

Information only with no price negotiation nor bookings 

taken place.  Information Centre websites are provided to 

assist you with tour /event decisions. 

Contingency Allocation 

$1,000 is included as a budget item In case of unforeseen            

repairs to your rig as are local touring fuel allocation and 

vehicle service costs.  

 Driving Distances 

Roustabouts RV Club Drives average a daily driving    

distance of 250 kilometres so roustabouts do not spend 

their days behind the wheel.  On this Drive, the driving 

distance on some days may increase due to need to get 

to a location due to distance.  

The average driving distance is 267 kilometres per driving 

day. 

Tours and Events   

The brochure needs to be read in conjunction with the 

itinerary. 

This trip has minimal tours/events organised, due to there 

being so much to see.  The itinerary details some of the 

natural sights as a guide so individuals can decide their 

daily activities. 

For this reason, accommodation locations are considered 

‘bases’ to plan your daily activity. 

Van Park Loyalty Cards  

Caravan park ‘loyalty membership’ may/may not be  

granted at locations due to bulk discounts  gained for this 

Drive.     

Insurance  -  Home 

This Drive is for an extended period and your home     

may be vacant during this time.   It is recommended 

roustabouts contact their insurance company as many 

have vacancy limits. 

Tours and Events   

The brochure needs to be read in conjunction with the 

itinerary. 

This trip has minimal tours/events organised, due to there 

being so much to see.  The itinerary details some of the 

natural sights as a guide so individuals can decide their 

daily activities. 

For this reason, accommodation locations are considered 

‘bases’ to plan your daily activity. 

Van Park Loyalty Cards  

Caravan park ‘loyalty membership’ may/may not be  

granted at locations due to bulk discounts  gained for this 

Drive.     

There will be plenty of these on this trip 



Happy Hour  

This trip has minimal tours/events organised, due to there 

being so much to see.   

Happy Hour will be held each afternoon when travelling 

for those who would like to attend. 

A formal happy hour will be held on the last night we stay 

at a location. 

Roustabout RV Club Policy is the bringing of food to Hap-

py Hours is not necessary and is voluntary.   This policy 

allows attendees to have a social occasion and then head 

home to cook a healthy meal. 

 

Daily Briefings  

Daily briefings will be provided by the Drover at Happy 

Hour.   It is important at least one person from each rig 

attends. 

ALL LOCATIONS ARE LINKED TO             

SPECIFIC STAY LOCATIONS.     

LOCAL INFORMATION CENTRE                     

WEBSITES ARE ALSO DISPLAYED.   

THIS ALLOWS YOU TO RESEARCH THE 

LOCATION, TOURS & EVENTS 

 

Detailed locations not in       

specific order  

Be Crocwise …  

North Queensland is their home 

Crocodiles are potentially dangerous.  Never take    

unnecessary risks in crocodile habitat. You are            

responsible for your own safety, so please follow       

these guidelines and be crocwise in croc country. 

 Obey crocodile warning signs. 

 Never swim in water where crocodiles  

may live even if there is no warning sign 

present. 

 Swimming or standing in water above                

knee-height near a crocodile warning       

sign or where estuarine crocodiles are  

frequently seen, is illegal in protected    

areas  

 When fishing, always stand a few metres 

back from the water's edge and never 

stand on logs or branches overhanging the 

water. 

 Never clean fish or discard fish scraps near 

the water's edge, around campsites or at 

boat ramps. 

 Stay well back from any crocodile slide 

marks. Crocodiles may be close by and 

may approach people and boats. 

 Boats and vehicles must never be brought 

within 10m of an estuarine crocodile in the 

wild  

 Never dangle your arms or legs over the 

side of a boat. If you fall out of a boat, get 

out of the water as quickly as possible. 

 Never provoke, harass or interfere with           

crocodiles, even small ones. 

 Never feed crocodiles - it is illegal and               

dangerous. 

 Camp at least 2m above the high water 

mark and at least 50m from the water's 

edge. 

 Avoid places where native animals and         

domestic stock drink. 

 Never leave food scraps, fish frames or 

bait at your campsite. Always check that 

previous campers have not left these          

behind. 

 Never prepare food, wash dishes or pursue 

any other activities near the water's edge 

or adjacent sloping banks. 

 Be more aware of crocodiles at night and        

during the breeding season, September to 

April. 

Special Invitation to local NQ Members 

Please consider joining the LPD in your area or 

joining the roustabouts for a day and/or event  



Mackay 

STAY: 3 NIGHTS 

Mackay is a city in Queensland, on Australia’s east coast. 

Off the coast is a section of the Great Barrier Reef. Closer 

to shore are the islands of St. Bees, with reefs, rainforest 

and koalas, and Keswick, rich in marine life. Mackay itself 

is known for its Harbour Beach, marina and Bluewater 

Lagoon, a city water park. Inland from Mackay, Eungella 

National Park is a habitat for rare frogs and platypus. 

Plenty of tourism activities in this region.     

We are staying at ‘The Park Caravan Park. A ‘Drive Meal’ will be held and local members invited to attend .. 

Information Centre 

 

Lucinda     STAY: 2 NIGHTS 

Directly opposite the southern tip of World Heritage listed Hinchinbrook Island is the sleepy seaside hamlet of           

Lucinda. The eye-popping pride of Lucinda is a six kilometre jetty stretching far out into the Coral Sea. The jetty is  

the world's largest bulk sugar loading facility and is so long it actually curves with the earth. When conditions are 

right, you can sometimes see the dugongs and sea turtles at play. 

With the fertile Hinchinbrook Channel to the north and Coral Sea to the east, Lucinda is Shangri-La for keen anglers. 

Mangrove jack, coral trout, big juicy mud crabs and the fighting barramundi are all in plentiful supply. Hire a boat and 

head out to sea or try your luck in the estuary, mangroves, off the beach, or over the side of the jetty. 

Looming large off the coast, breath-taking Hinchinbrook Island is a pristine natural wilderness, home to the famous 

Thorsborne Trail, internationally rated one of the top 10 walks on the planet. From Lucinda you can embark on a 

Hinchinbrook safari and explore the Island's mist-shrouded mountains, waterfalls and freshwater pools. 

We are staying at the Wanderer Holiday Village.  A ‘Communal Meal’ will be held during the stay. 

The Hinchinbrook Channel is the perfect spot for fishing.    

Tinny hire available 

 

Information Centre  

  

https://www.theparkmackay.com.au/
https://www.mackayregion.com/mackay-visitor-information-centre
http://www.wanderers-lucinda.com.au/
https://www.queensland.com/en-au/destination-information/lucinda


  Port Douglas    

        STAY 4 NIGHTS 

 

Port Douglas is a town on the Coral Sea in 

the tropical far north of Queensland, Australia. It's known 

for its beach resorts and as a base for visits to both the 

Great Barrier Reef, the world's largest reef system, and                         

Daintree National Park, home to biodiverse rainforest.  

In town, Macrossan Street is lined with boutique shops  

and restaurants. Curving south is popular Four Mile 

Beach.  

Accommodation:  Pandanus Tourist Park  

Organised Tour:  Daintree Mossman 

Gorge & Cape Tribulation Tour with 

cruise and lunch (12 hours)  

A Communal Meal is planned   

Information Centre 

 

Cooktown 

STAY:  3 NIGHTS 

 Cooktown is a town and locality in the Shire of Cook, Queensland. At the            

time of the 2016 census, Cooktown had a population of 2,631.  Cooktown is at 

the mouth of the Endeavour River; where James Cook beached his ship, the 

Endeavour, for repairs in 1770. Both the town and Mount Cook (431 metres           

or 1,415 feet) which rises up behind the town were named after James Cook.  

Cooktown is one of the few large towns in the Cape York Peninsula and was 

founded on 25 October 1873 as a supply port for the goldfields along the            

Palmer River. It was called "Cook's Town" until 1 June 1874. 

 

Organised Tour:  SunsetCruise 

 

Suggested Tours:   

• Croc Tour  

• Tinny Hire fishing  

 

 

Information Centre 

http://www.pandanuscp.com.au/
https://www.getyourguide.com/cairns-l298/from-cairns-full-day-daintree-wilderness-tour-t45369/
https://www.getyourguide.com/cairns-l298/from-cairns-full-day-daintree-wilderness-tour-t45369/
https://www.getyourguide.com/cairns-l298/from-cairns-full-day-daintree-wilderness-tour-t45369/
http://www.infoportdouglas.com.au/
http://cooktownholidaypark.com.au/
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Suburbs_and_localities_(Australia)
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Shire_of_Cook
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Queensland
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/2016_Australia_Census
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Endeavour_River
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/James_Cook
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/HM_Bark_Endeavour
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Palmer_River_(Queensland)
http://www.riverbendtours.com.au/sunset-cruise/
http://www.tourismcapeyork.com/explore/cooktown/
http://www.tourismcapeyork.com/explore/cooktown/


 

  Innisfail    

 STAY 2 NIGHTS  

 

 

Flying Fish Point, a rural town and holiday place, is 70 km south-east of Cairns and 7 km north-east of Innisfail.  

It was named by the explorer George Dalrymple, in 1873 after the cutter 'Flying Fish' in his expedition. It is the 

northern head of the mouth of the Johnstone River; the southern head, Coquette Head, was also named by            

Dalrymple, after the expedition's second cutter. 

Flying Fish Point was leased by Thomas Fitzgerald, Innisfail's pioneer sugar planter, as his 'head station', but the 

site was resumed by the government in about 1883 for pilotage purposes.  A township developed after World War 

II, and during 1966-86 its population more than doubled to about 650 people. 

Flying Fish Point has a motel, a caravan park, a general store, a slipway, a protective rock wall and esplanade, a 

sawmill, and a primary school (1899). 

A Drive Meal is planned  

Information Centre  

Days catch  

 Atherton  

STAY 3 NIGHTS  

Atherton, at the heart of the Atherton Tablelands, is a      

substantial and attractive service town.   Today, apart from 

the very unusual Crystal Cave and the Art Deco Barron      

Valley Hotel, most of the attractions are at the edges or            

beyond the town. The unusual  Tolga Bat Hospital, the       

Hou Wang Temple and the many parks, lakes and unusual 

volcanic formations which are such an integral part of  the Atherton Tablelands experience and beyond the 

town's centre and the intense rich, red volcanic soils of the area, which have been estimated to be over 30       

metres deep, have been used to produce tobacco, maize, potatoes, peanuts, macadamia nuts and avocados.  

Many Optional Tours in this area. 

Anzac Day Ceremonies 

• Dawn Service:  Cenotaph, RSL at 4:10am 

• Ecumenical Church Service:  Catholic Church 9:00am 

• War Grave Observance:  War Cemetery, cnr Kennedy Hwy & Rockley Rd 

at 9:30am 

• March:  Atherton Rememberrance park at 10:45am 

 

Information Centre 

http://www.ffpvanpark.com.au/
https://www.tropicalcoasttourism.com.au/innisfail
http://www.athertonholidaypark.com/
http://www.cairns.qld.gov.au/whats-on/annual-events/anzac-day
https://www.cairnstouristinformation.com.au/


Three Island Roustabout 

Walk & Cruise Day 

Included LPD Tour 

LPD organisers have come up with a beauty this time  -  

a day cruising the Whitsundays and walking around 

islands with lunch included.     

This cruise is being organised around Roustabout        

requirements and full details will follow later.   

Mission Beach 

STAY:  3 NIGHTS 

Mission Beach is a small town and locality in the Casso-

wary Coast Region, Queensland, Australia. In the 2016 

census Mission Beach and surrounding villages had a total 

population of 3,597 people  

Information Centre 

 

 

http://www.dunkislandviewcaravanpark.com/
https://missionbeachtourism.com/


   Bowen 

      STAY: 2 NIGHTS 

 

Information Centre  

Bowen is one of the many charming towns on the Whitsunday Coast, with 

award winning, palm fringed beaches, beautiful bays and a warm tropical            

climate. Situated in the northern region of the Whitsundays on the shores of 

Edgecumbe Bay, 45 minutes north of Airlie Beach, this picturesque seaside town is a relaxed beachcomber’s 

paradise. Largely undiscovered, Bowen offers accommodation ranging from backpackers and caravan parks, to 

4 star absolute beachfront apartments. 

The Front Beach foreshore in Bowen has been developed with fun family activities in mind. With some of the best 

fringing reefs of the Queensland coast lying just a few metres offshore, the area attracts snorkellers and divers 

keen to explore the colourful coral gardens.  

Climb to the top of Flagstaff Hill for panoramic 360 degree views across the surrounding bays, follow the famous 

mural trail through this historic Queensland town, and visit the various locations used in the blockbuster Baz 

Luhrmann film 'Australia'.  

 

When heading north from Airlie Beach and Proserpine to Bowen, keep an eye out for the Big Mango, on the 

Bruce Highway just before you enter the town of Bowen. The Big Mango marks the Bowen Information Centre, a 

knowledgeable, friendly place to book all your Bowen accommodation and activities and an excellent source of 

information if you are planning to continue further north on your journey.  

Bowen, in the north of the Whitsundays, delights visitors with its         

gentle charm and its feeling of stepping back in time. There are also 

eight beautiful beaches surrounding the town where you can walk, 

fossick, swim and snorkel, with some fringing reefs just metres from 

the beach. 

The region is also known for its abundant fruit and vegetables.           

Nicknamed the ‘salad bowl of the north’, Bowen and the surrounding 

districts produce mangoes, tomatoes, corn, capsicum, melons, 

beans, pumpkin and limes. There is also a plentiful supply of                   

wild-caught seafood, available fresh every day off the boats as they 

come into the marina. 

http://www.harbourlightscaravanpark.com.au/
https://www.tourismbowen.com.au/
http://tourismwhitsundays.com.au/regions/whitsundaycoast/airlie-beach
http://tourismwhitsundays.com.au/regions/whitsundaycoast/proserpine


  

  Yeppoon 

 STAY:  2 NIGHTS 

 

 

Yeppoon is situated 38 kilometres north east of Rockhampton, and is the gateway to the Capricorn Coast and the 

wonders of the Southern Great Barrier Reef and Keppel Bay Islands.   Wander along the town's picturesque              

esplanade with its backdrop of offshore islands, sparkling azure sea and clear blue skies and soak up the         

relaxed and welcoming atmosphere.   

The township has retained its village style appeal with a variety of wonderful restaurants, accommodation,        

shops and galleries. A charming esplanade with grassy knoll, palms and covered picnic and play areas form a 

backdrop to a vista of sea, sand, sky and islands. As well, annual events, including the Pineapple Festival held in 

September, enliven the town with gala activities, contests and displays.  

Local markets offer bargains aplenty.  Take a look through the many boutiques and surf stores and be sure to 

have a bite to eat at one of the beautiful cafes or restaurants in town.   Within walking distance of the town                    

centre are Figtree and Ross Creeks, home to the Black and Little Red flying foxes.  

At sunset, thousands of these fascinating mammals rise spectacularly as one to head off to their feeding grounds 

– an awesome sight to see 

Accommodation:    Beachside Caravan Park 

A communal meal is planned 

Information Centre 

http://www.beachsidecaravanparkyeppoon.com.au/
http://www.capricornholidays.com.au/


ROUSTABOUTS RV CLUB Inc.  

ABN: 568 014 19525  

  

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

REG OFFICE:     

7 Berri Place, Helensvale Qld 4212 
  

OFFICE HOURS:     8.00 am to 12.00 pm Monday to Friday 
  

PHONE:    07 5573 7253  /  0412 614 260 
 

OFFICE EMAIL:       roustaboutsrv@bigpond.com  

Information, including pricing is indicative and valid at time of publication. 

Final itinerary pricing and information will be advised twelve months prior  

to the Drive. The brochure and itinerary will be updated periodically up to         

12 months out from the event. 

Drive attendance is formalised upon payment of deposits called a few 

months prior to the event. No obligation ‘Expressions of Interest’ Forms           

are accepted at any time up to the deposit payment period. 

mailto:roustaboutsrv@bigpond.com

